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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

ox e

PRINCIPLES

AND OBJECT

THE COMMENTARY.

Tas object of the following pages is
0 evolve some partion of the meaning
of the Word of God. In regard to the
literal meaning of the sacred text, I have
given that which, after a matured stady

spread over more than thirty years, T
Peiove i b the true, or, i somae cses,
the more probable only. In s0 doing, I
‘have purposely avoided all show of learn-
ing or embarrassing discussion, which
belong to_the dictionary or grammar
rather than to & commentary on Holy
Soripture. Where it seemed to mo nec-
estary, on some unestablished point, to

ed language, without inter-
rupting the development of the mean
of the text, which presupposes » knowl-
o of the verbal meaning. Still less
have I thought the discussion of different
renderings of ancient Versions suited to
mentary of this sort. As soon a8

e vt o and e e ad s of
b nceano, 1 v
Howen e lover i a1 Bped gt

ono s satisfied that any given rendering
of an ancient version does not correctly
reprosent the Hebrew original, the ques-

planation of the sacred original. Sell
ro distracting is & discussion of the
various expositions of modern commen-
tators,or an enumeration of names, often
of no weight, who adhere t0 one or tho
tber rendeing o perhage
somo crotchet of their own. Theso
things, whxch 80 often fll modern com-

‘Holy Scripture. Thave myself
carefully every commentator, likely or
kel e conebte ey g 0 tho
text; and,
T v bl to guin litle from

Delitzach, and Hivernick) it is not comd
T have not sifted them to the best of the

bo tretl t0 those who had some Kaowlodge of

Hebrow, withoat dlatractig those who had 1ot
.

vi BEMARKS ON THE

sbility which God gaveme, Even Luther
id of his adherents, that i

rule of language, was violated.

Bible was with & wild

to which no other book was

gol
aod livec; bus the younger, pescocks

pes. On the other hand, it has
o resurabioto gve (s s s
st condonsd) the xpesitions of Po-

ever subjected. A subordinate meaning
of some halbundaniood Arabio word

iy ha to emovo whlever
oy ono misliked. Now,

d-
bsided.

pagrigu part, they lio perbdct

But interpretations as arbi
‘which havo perished skl hold theiraway,
o from time to time emerge, and any
revisal of the authorized Version of the
until the precarious use of the dis-
lects' should be fac more setled, would

the right. They had most of the helps
for understanding Hebrew, which we
have, the same traditional knowledge
from the ancient Versions, Jewish com-
mentacey o leskoogaphios ox g

the exception of the Jew-
laArebi chool anlyy 18 wll &8 e
study of the i

m.
selves; and they used those aids with
more mature and even judgment than
has mostly been employed in tho subse-

O Version, ot 1o e eeeor of some
small fraction of MSS,, which disfigured
the commentaries of Lowth, Newcome,
100 Blayney, But the comparison of
d for the time

of God. In some places, in the following
pages, T have put down what I thought
an improvement o

ave m th
or, & rendering which T thought equally
or more probable than that which our

maware of any other translation (for T
B proved al, bt  thought the
Ve

pointed out simple things, whick any one
would see, who could read the Hebrew
text, but which cannot mostly be pre-
served in a translation without & cum-
brousness which would destroy it beauty
and impressiveness.

The literal meaning of the words lies,
of course, as the basis of any further de-
velopement of the whole meaning of
‘ach passago of Holy Scripture. Yetany

have been struck

an unlimited. lcenco of innovation.
Every principle of interpretation, every

by observing, how independent that
‘meaning is of single words. The general

which has baen copind by his fllowars; ool .

tondof druwing from some mistake o parsphrise
of an aclent version, uch druw

imagination. Tt come o this, *Hd 1 baen the
» “wonld have writeen 30 and ro” As the

Hiad T boon Chrit, o had 1 tanght.”

1 miod, with s rare g
et -m i id e :w.a.(,.,. of
Folentite Hobrow grammr, shon

vk il yag g
o sl 1877,
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REMARKS ON THE Vi

‘meaning remains the same, oven amid
‘much variation nfnn‘| lo words. This is
it in the passages which the

single word does not mostly extend be-
yond iteelf.

This is said, that T may not seem to
have neglected the letter of Holy Serip-
ture, because 1 have not set down what
isnow commonly found in books, which
profess to give an explanation of that
letter. My wish has been to give the
,-un. o han he procm by which

at; to exhibit the
iting ot th mﬂn!dnzg My ideal
has boen to explain or develop each
word and sentenco of Holy Scripture,
and, when it should be required, the
connection of verses, 1o leave nothing
unexplained, as far as I could explain

‘meaning of any text in & way which T
thought would be useful to an English
reader, T have translated them, placing

other thoughts in the following verse.
T natareof the eutjcts s do be
panded must, of course, vary with the
rant bk of oly Seripare. T
Prophotasre sy techert ofrighioou-
ness and rebukers of unrighteousness;
parly they doclred thingsthentocome,
a nearer and amore distant futuro, God's
Judgments on unnxhwunm whether
of His own sinful people or of the na-
tions who unrighteously executed God's
righteous judgments upon them, and

the everlasting righteousness which He
il to bring in through the Coming
e thonescr fture, by
i Rmonof i o
10 those who then would hear, the more
distant; to us, (with the excoption of
those more lasting visitations, as on
Nineveh and Babylon and God's former
‘people, whose destructions or dispersion
have lived on to the present day) the

=
k]
s
g
&
3

siving us s
the unbeli, i I the prex

‘Where this can bod ihon amm-
ing dhe

nxpplmd o um« Rrodory hom,in the

iy Wi s
il probbly b placad i the Tt
tion to the several books.

To this employment, which 1 have
had for many years at heart, but from
‘which the various distresses of our time
et dusenwich ey o v,
hare octaally wibhald e, b
Comocrat the rdus of o yoaeyana

et rupus e b worde ighty
in meaning,” and, if God continue my

ife, the Evangelica! Pmphu. are what T
have specially reserved for myself. The

‘ment, have been undertaken by friends

Yows sarne wil bo poished, wian
arrangement shall finally be cor

plﬂ«ad T Commentary on the Minor

sl o . how e e st
sl e ave e God erred s oy

viii REMARKS ON THE

Frophetaiinthecourseof eingprn

e Commentary o0 8. Mithew i eaty
ady for the press. po

begun. But the object of all, who have

careless reader sees upon

To this end, it s our purpose to use
those more thoughtful writers of all
times, who have profesedly, or, as far as
wo know, incidentally developed the
‘meaning of portions or texts of the sacred
volume, men who understood Holy Scrip-
ture through that same Spirit by Whom
it was written, to whom prayer, medita-
tion, and a sanctified lfo laid open its

e
montt v bty . e G erblng e 0

oternal life.” *“The reading of the Serip-
ture is the opening of Heaven" “In
tho words of God, wo learn tho Heartof

‘0 Bternal Truth, and True Love and
loving Light, our God and our Al en-
lighten our darkness by the brighiness
of Thy light; irradiate our minds by the
aplendor of holiness, that in Thy Light
e may sce light, that we, in turn, may
enlighten others, and kindle them with
e loveof Thee, Open Thou our eyay
that we may see won
iy law, Who mikestcloquont theminds
and tongues of the slow of speech. To
Thee, to Thy glory, to the good of Thy
‘Church and people, may we lubor, write,
live, Thou hast said, Lord, to Thine
Apostles and Prophets, their followers
and int ey, Yours the sl of e

earth; ye are the light of the world.’
Thou hnl said i, and, by aying i, st
done it. Grant to us, then, Lord, that

o oo ke ham, ey b preachct of
heaven, sowers for eternity, that they
Who read, may, by the knowledge of Thy
Seriptures, through the graveness and
the weight of Thy promises and threats,
despise the ensnaring entanglements of
carth, and. bo kindlod with the love of
heavnlygoady nd theefecualcamst
longing for  blossed eternity. Thia bo
our one dsir,hie our prayer o thia
may all o ing and writing and all
our tail tond, that Toy Holy Name may

Ning ehich Ho gave, s 0 forgire syhing e
Frhtrt)

Cuzisr Cruscs,
‘Eastzs, 1860,
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of the horrible cruelties which woald
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2y, No
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of man,
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